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Proposed Claim Amendments 



Applicants thank the Examiner for the interview on March 9, 2005. Applicants believe the 
interview was helpful and now present proposed amendments to claims 1 and 23 for further 
consideration. 

The Examiner is invited to call Gregory Maurer at (503) 226-7391 when this fax is received in 
order to discuss these proposed amendments. 

Applicants also note that the three IDS submissions (August 9, 2001, November 8, 2002, and 
June 18, 2004) have not been marked as considered by the Examiner. 

1 . (currently amended) A computer- implemented method of refining a decision- 
making process based on a collection of data indicating a state, the method comprising; 

defining a plurality of discrete executable directives, wherein the discrete executable 
directives comprise one or more directives operable to perform one or more queries on the 
collection of data, one or more analysis directives operable to diagnose a problem indicated by 
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the state based at least on information derived from results of the queries, and one or more 
distribution directives operable to distribute a diagnosis of the problem! 

processing the plurality of discrete executable directives, the processin g comprising 
performing one or more of the queries on the collection of data, diagnosing a problem 
indicated by the state based at least on information derived from results of the processing 
of the one or more queries, and distributing a diagnosis of the problem and a user interface 
element indicating a possible reaction of a decision-maker to the diagnosis; and 

responsive to activation of the user interface element by a decision-maker, recording the 
decision-maker's reaction to the diagnosis. 

23. (currently amended) A computer-implemented method of refining a budgetary 
decision-making process related to an organization based on a collection of data indicating 
budgets and expenses related to cost centers, the method comprising; 

defining a plurality of discrete executable directives, wherein the discrete executable 
directives comprise one or more directives operable to perform one or more queries on the 
collection of data to generate budget and expense information for the cost centers, one or more 
analysis directives operable to determine whether a cost center is on track to overrun its budget 
based at least on information derived from results of the queries, and one or more distribution 
directives operable to distribute a notification to a cost center manager responsible for the cost 
center indicating the overruni 

processing the plurality of discrete executable directives, the processing comprising 
performing one or more of the queries on the collection of data to generate budget and 
expense information for the cost centers, determining whether a cost center is on track to 
overrun its budget based at least on information derived from results of the processing of 
the one or more queries, and distributing a notification to a cost center manager 
responsible for the cost center indicating the overrun and a user interface element indicating a 
possible reaction of the cost center manager to the overrun; and 

responsive to activation of the user interface element by the cost center manager, 
recording the cost center's reaction to the overrun. 
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